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Introduction
The University of Chicago Library continued to make progress in three areas of the Goodspeed Manuscript Collection Project:  digital imaging of the manuscripts, descriptive and structural metadata encoding, and interface development. 
Digital Production

As indicated in the interim report covering April 1, 2007 – September 30, 2008, we will not be able to scan the entire Goodspeed Manuscript collection as part of the IMLS-funded project, because of unanticipated environmental factors and the support and handling demands of these fragile materials. We completed a comprehensive review of the manuscripts remaining to be scanned for condition and openability and wrote a summary report (attached) in December 2007, which listed “Manuscripts: Scanning Completed”; “Manuscripts: Remaining to Be Scanned”; and “Manuscripts:; Very Difficult to Scan.” The review revealed that eight manuscripts cannot be scanned without significant conservation work to prepare them for scanning. Combined with the 26 that had already been scanned at the time of the report, 31 manuscripts remained to be scanned.
We reported on the scanning situation at a Goodspeed Project Advisory Committee meeting on December 12, 2007, and distributed the report to Advisory Group members and other faculty. At the meeting, we stated that the Library is committed to completing the work but will not be able to do so within the IMLS-funded project. We projected that depending on which manuscripts we select we could complete either 58% of the pages in the project or 78% of complete manuscripts. We discussed selection with the group and agreed on several criteria:  represent all languages in proportion to the collection strength; represent all types of content; digitize the earliest manuscripts; digitize the manuscripts most frequently consulted. The group also recommended that for manuscripts not digitized entirely, it was important to digitize the incipits and explicits, and perhaps sample illuminations. 
A number of high-priority manuscripts were identified by those who attended the Advisory Committee meeting, and we subsequently polled absent Advisory Committee members and other faculty for input. Based on their recommendations, we now have an ordered list that we are working from. An immediate research need for a particular manuscript still makes it a priority provided it can be safely scanned. During this interim period we have scanned an additional seven manuscripts (1,313 page images). Two of these are scrolls for which we need to investigate an appropriate interface.
Metadata and Web Interface Development

Last year, the Goodspeed Project Advisory Committee accepted the manuscript catalogue record template prepared by the Metadata Specialist, and the Goodspeed Library Project Team  approved sample records created utilizing the XML tag set for manuscript description (TEI P5: Guidelines for Electronic Text Encoding and Interchange, http://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/html/MS.html#rh-column). To date, well-formed drafts of thirty records have been composed and validated against the Digital Scriptorium's manuscript catalogue DTD. 

The Goodspeed Library Project Team established a workflow for cataloging digitized manuscripts in Horizon (the Library’s catalog) and OCLC.  As manuscripts are digitized, notes are being added to the 530 and 856 fields. These records will be enhanced by the Metadata Specialist at a later date, and separate electronic version records will also be created for the digitized manuscripts. We are using a separate record approach because no one else can use the print version records for these unique items. All of the Registry of Digital Masters information and the 909 field note will go into the electronic version records. We will also add a series added entry for the online collection to each record and catalog the Web site itself.

The Goodspeed interface is in development. The design will benefit from designs recently completed for two Library websites: http://roseandchess.lib.uchicago.edu/ and http://speculum.lib.uchicago.edu/. These have proved to be highly successful interfaces that now provide a template for further applications.  We plan to demonstrate the revised interface to faculty and researchers for final feedback this spring (2008). The interface will allow browsing and searching across descriptive and structural metadata for all of the manuscripts.
Although we will not be able to complete scanning all of the manuscripts during of the IMLS-funded project, the interface will provide browsing and searching of records across descriptive and structural metadata for all of the Goodspeed Collection manuscripts. This will fulfill a key goal of the Goodspeed Manuscript Collection Project.
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