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Introduction

During the past six months we have continued to make excellent progress on the Goodspeed Manuscript Collection Project. Production of digital images has been steady, prioritization of manuscripts to scan has been informed by a visiting scholar’s interest in studying the Armenian manuscripts, and we have completed scanning Ms. 931, the Elizabeth Day McCormick Apocalypse, in time for use in a class during fall 2006 quarter. The project team has agreed that we should add manuscripts to the current website as they are digitized, instead of waiting until the interface is fully developed or the project completed. Providing access to the manuscripts, along with minimal metadata, will enable researchers to use the digital facsimiles as they are created and to provide feedback about interface improvements and developments. The team has also discussed the expansion of the current interface to include information and reports that we would like to share with IMLS and other audiences. 

Communication
In our previous interim report we cited the Goodspeed website as a source of reports and working documents available to members of the Goodspeed team and Library staff. When we learned that off-campus users could not easily access content on the website the Goodspeed team decided that it would make sense to revise the current public Goodspeed site (http://goodspeed.lib.uchicago.edu/) to accommodate documentation to be shared. These changes are in progress and should be completed close to the time this interim report is submitted.

Digital Production
As we prepared to begin regular production to digitize manuscripts we were made aware that a visiting scholar would be coming to the Library in November 2006 for the purpose of studying the Goodspeed Armenian manuscripts. We decided to make these our first priority for digitization. We worked out a procedure for putting the manuscripts in the digitization queue. From a local database we determined which manuscripts are in the Armenian language. We pulled five to ten of the manuscripts per examination session attended by the Conservator, the Preservation Manager from Special Collections, the Scanning Technician, the Digital Imaging Specialist and the Project Manager. The Conservator and Preservation Manager from SCRC examined the condition of each manuscript’s sewing, binding, openability and any existing damage or potential stress points. It has been extremely useful to bring together staff expert in the physical requirements for safely handling the manuscripts with those who are experts in the requirements for photographic placement and lighting. Whenever there is an issue as the manuscript is being photographed a mini-conference is called to resolve the issue. To date, we have scanned six Armenian manuscripts, 1680 page images, without damage to the original pieces. We have almost completed an additional manuscript of over 600 page images.

Assessment

Professor Hans Klauck was scheduled to teach a course entitled Revelation and the Elizabeth Day McCormick Apocalypse in fall, 2006, and Ms. 931, the Elizabeth Day McCormick Apocalypse, was one of the documents to be studied. In June a meeting was held with Goodspeed project staff, Prof. Klauck and Prof. Margaret Mitchell, who had taught a class using Ms. 972, the Archaic Mark manuscript, during the project’s pilot phase. This meeting was very useful for understanding how Ms. 931 would be used in Prof. Klauck’s class: using the technology in the Rosenthal Seminar Room in Special Collections, which includes a document camera, Prof. Klauck planned to display  projected images from the manuscript itself, images from the digital facsimile of the manuscript on the project’s website, and the professor’s PowerPoint slide show. Prof. Klauck agreed to work with us to plan assessment activities involving the students in his class. 
Ms. 931, the Elizabeth Day McCormick Apocalypse, was scanned and added to the website in time for Professor Hans Klauck’s class. In order to assess how the digital version of the manuscript is being used a survey was developed to gather data from students enrolled in the class about their experience using manuscripts and digital facsimiles prior to taking the class. When the class is finished another survey will be given to the students asking about how the use of the digital manuscript facilitated learning and research. The surveys are part of the Outcomes Based Assessment we are conducting during this grant and in support of our planning for a revised Goodspeed Manuscript interface.

The assessment subgroup of the project team also developed a researcher questionnaire that will be distributed to any scholar who examines one or more physical manuscripts in the Goodspeed Collection in the Special Collections Reading Room. The survey will gather information on whether, and if so how, the researcher used the digital facsimile prior to the research visit to examine the physical manuscript. The questionnaire also asks for feedback on navigational tools and other features of the interface.

Outreach Activities
· The Goodspeed project was featured in an article in Circa; News from the University of Chicago Divinity School (Spring 2006).

· Professor Margaret Mitchell participated in a panel entitled, “Special Collections in Theological Education: Strategies for Integration” at the American Theological Library Association’s Annual Conference, June 23, 2006.

Conclusion

A strong team approach has made it possible to accomplish target goals and respond nimbly to situations and demands as they arise during this first year of the Goodspeed Manuscript Collection Project. We are confident that this structure, which facilitates communication between faculty and library staff and collaboration within and across library units, will ensure continued success on this project.   
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